178                       THE  GOVERNMENT   OF VICHY

purge applied to the body of teachers. It affected all grades of
education, including technical and higher education, and made it
possible to eliminate teachers or professors not sufficiently pliable
or sufficiently appreciative of the beauties of the new regime.

Two laws and a number of decrees, published on September 2,
1941, a law and several decrees or arretes published on the follow-
ing day, profoundly changed the organization of public education.
The general scheme is as follows.

It is compulsory for all children to go through the primary
elementary schools, leading at eleven years of age to a diploma
and at fourteen to a certificate.

Holders of the diploma can choose between the classical
education, including Latin, given in the lycees, and the modern
education without Latin given in the colleges:, these courses are
in preparation for the first part of the baccalaureat\ At this point
those who have passed go on to the philosophy class or the mathe-
matics class, which again are in preparation for the second part of
the baccalaureat.

Those who have successfully taken the baccalaureat (the bacheliers)
and are to proceed to higher studies can then enter one of the three
classes that prepare for higher education (of University standard).

The first and second classes, philosophy, mathematics, and the
classes preparing for higher education are no longer free. But,
on the other hand, scholarships are granted more liberally.

Technical education is open to holders of the diploma who have
subsequently continued their elementary studies for three years,
either classical or modern, and to holders of the certificate.
Technical education continues for three years and is a preparation
for technical examinations.

We shall proceed to examine the reforms relating to:

(1)  Religious education.

(2)  Primary elementary education.

(3)  Classical and modern education.

(4)  Higher education.

(5)  Physical education in the schools.

i. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
As far as principles are concerned the most important text in
this matter is the law of September 3, 1940, which abrogated the
law of July 7,1904, prohibiting congreganist education.
However, it merely legalizes a position as it existed in fact
(see Section I).
A law of January 6, 1941, had furthermore made religious